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Genealogy – the Next Generation 
 
Why is this Issue Important?  
 
For Young People 

 Family history is an engaging, fascinating hobby, that should be open to all. 
 It is beneficial to a young person’s mental health to have a sense of their personal 

heritage.  
 Younger genealogists should be able to access what the family history community has 

to offer, without barriers. 
 

Research studying children’s resilience and ability to deal with stress discovered that children 
who knew more about their families1:- 

 Tended to do better than other children when they faced challenges.  
 Proved to be more resilient and able to moderate the effects of stress.  
 Had a stronger sense of control over their lives.  
 Had higher self-esteem.  
 Believed that their family functioned successfully.  
 Felt that they belonged to something larger than themselves. 

 
 For Societies 

 Declining or static membership. 
 Difficulty in finding officers and volunteers. 
 An aging demographic, mitigating against innovation and evolution.  
 Young genealogists often have energy, enthusiasm and expertise to offer.  
 It is a way to ensure the longevity of our hobby and our own personal research. It is 

satisfying to share our enthusiasm for a hobby we love. 
 Genealogy has always been regarded as a caring, sharing community and we want to 

extend that ethos to all.  
 It is important that younger genealogists are encouraged and valued; they are the 

future.  
 
Who? Young Genealogists, notably anyone who currently feels isolated or unsupported 
because they perceive that the genealogy community is largely made up of those of 
retirement age. There needs to be different provision for those who are able, at least to some 
extent, to conduct their own independent research – those aged approximately 13-25 and 
younger children who would be looking for encouragement but would be working alongside 
a supportive adult. For younger children, the focus may need to be on broader history and 
heritage, rather than mainstream family history. Safeguarding issues obviously apply when 
engaging with those under 18 and all involved need to be mindful of this. 

 
1 Research by Marshall Duke see Feiler, Bruce The Secrets of Happy Families: How to Improve Your Morning, 
Rethink Family Dinner, Fight Smart, Go Out and Play, and Much More (William Morrow 2013) and 
www.nytimes.com/2013/03/17/fashion/the-family-stories-that-bind-us-this-life.html. 
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What? There are two strands here, encouraging those who are already on their genealogical 
journey and inspiring others to take those first steps. 
 
How? It is absolutely crucial that measures that are put in place are led by the needs of the 
young people themselves and are not dictated by what those of a different generation think 
is relevant or appropriate. In most cases this requires a radical re-assessment of what is 
offered and the way that we do things.  
 
This need to be a multi-pronged effort and there are aspects that the whole sector can and 
should address. 
 
Current Barriers in no particular order (based on suggestions from young people2): 

 Being the only young person (or in a significant minority) in a group of much older 
adults.  

 The feeling that they are the only one of their age who is interested.  
 Bullying by peers for their hobby.  
 Cost.  
 Lack of acceptance by the genealogical community: the attitude that ‘young people 

aren’t interested’, or ‘young people have nothing to offer’.  
 Communication and access via media and methods that young people are not 

familiar/comfortable with.  
 For the 13-17s access to in person events and visits to archives maybe difficult without 

a sympathetic adult, distance and cost of attendance is an issue for all. 
 Not being taken seriously, assumptions being made that they are in a meeting/archive 

with an older person and not in their own right. 
 Time amidst the pressures of school/university/early career. 

 
Listen to the presentation by Daniel’s Genealogy, particularly from 7 minutes in 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKGR45Xp12k. 
 
What do Young People Want? 

 Opportunities to meet other young genealogists. 
 The chance to develop skills. 
 To see people like them represented in the family history world – giving talks, writing 

genealogy blogs, interacting on social media etc. 
 To share the excitement of family history discoveries. 

 
  

 
2 With particular thanks to Daniel of Daniels Genealogy@ DanielGeneaolgy 
https://danielgenealogy.wordpress.com/  and Dai Davies of GenealCymru @GenealCymru 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCwCn2sBhucfp47_EaCpsWXg  
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C21st problems for Societies 
 Retaining and gaining members 
 Getting people involved 
 Attracting younger members 
 Finding Speakers 

 
What do Young People want from Societies? 

 Online meetings. Where they do not stand out as different. 
 Online meeting spaces eg Discord or Reddit – possibly as a benefit of membership. 
 More likely to engage with a society that has a strong social media presence.  
 Clearly set out benefits of membership and what is on offer. In a young person 

accessible format. 
 Informal, online chat sessions, with an opportunity to share stories and problems in 

a small group, in a non-threatening way. 
 A presence/advertising in the spaces where young people go. 

 
Other Points 

 Young genealogists frequently work online, leading to isolation and a lack of archive 
experience. 

 They view themselves as an international community, which mitigates against the 
regional focus of most societies. 

 Steer clear of the ‘it was harder in our day’ mantra. 
 Young people do not want to do things our way. 

 
What?  
Conference/Show Organisers 

 Offer free attendance for under 18s and reduced attendance for 18-25s, perhaps via 
a student card https://www.isic.org/cards/ which would prevent abuse of the offer. 

 Actively seek out presentations from young people, allow them to present virtually if 
that is preferred and pay them the going rate. Perhaps have a whole stream devoted 
to young people. Accept that these presentations may be shorter than is conventional. 

 Provide activities suitable for younger children. 
 
Course Providers  

 Offer reduced prices for under 25s, perhaps via a student card 
https://www.isic.org/cards/ which would prevent abuse of the offer. 

 Offer grants and bursaries to help young people further their genealogy education 
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Professional Genealogists 
It is vital that the wellbeing of young people is safeguarded and that adults reaching out to 
under 18s have appropriate safeguarding checks. 

 Actively seek out young genealogists and offer mentoring. 
 Contact local schools to offer work experience. 
 Offer internships 
 For companies in particular, offer grants and bursaries to help young people further 

their genealogy education 
 
Data Providers 

 Offer free membership for under 18s and reduced membership for 18-25s, perhaps 
via a student card https://www.isic.org/cards/ which would prevent abuse of the 
offer. 

 Offer grants and bursaries to help young people further their genealogy education. 
 Offer internships/work experience. 

 
Archives/Libraries 

 Have a regular opening slot for young people and advertise this heavily. 
 Give young people who cannot afford subscriptions to data providing websites time 

slots when they can have priority bookings in order to use the library access to these 
sites. 

 Provide family history education events specifically aimed at younger people. 
 
Genealogy Magazines 

 Actively seek out and encourage contributions from younger genealogists but 
consider presenting these in alternative ways rather than traditional print. 

 Offer grants and bursaries to help young people further their genealogy education. 
 
Individuals 
It is vital that the wellbeing of young people is safeguarded and that adults reaching out to 
under 18s have appropriate safeguarding checks. 

 Be kind, generous and accepting to young genealogists. 
 Offer to share expertise. 
 Encourage young people in their endeavours by attending presentations and being 

supportive on social media. 
 Speak positively and enthusiastically about family history to younger people. 

 
Family History Societies 
Think about what you are doing 
Ask yourselves Triple A 

 Is it appropriate? 
 Is it accessible? 
 Is it advertised? 
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For those already interested 
It is vital that the wellbeing of young people is safeguarded and that adults reaching out to 
under 18s have appropriate safeguarding checks. 

 Appoint a young person as a youth advisor to the committee and listen to them. 
 Offer free membership for under 18s and reduced membership for 18-25s, perhaps 

via a student card https://www.isic.org/cards/ which would prevent abuse of the 
offer. 

 Set up a family history club, or section of the society, for younger members and make 
sure that the activities are appropriate, accessible and relevant. 

 Have a strong online/social media presence, including on platforms that are popular 
with the target age range. 

 Offer free entrance to meetings be they virtual or in-person. 
 Invite young people to speak at meetings. 
 Have a dedicated part of your website for young people. 
 Provide conduits for young people to share their findings. Although this could be done 

via traditional ‘article in a journal’ means, also offer space for them to share via a blog, 
vlog, podcast or other method that they are comfortable with. 

 Hold meetings, including committee meetings at accessible times, not weekday 
daytimes. 

 If you have premises or headquarters, have a regular opening slot for young people 
and advertise this heavily. Make sure there is someone young on duty, even if 
accompanied by an older volunteer. Ensure that volunteers have undergone the 
appropriate safeguarding checks. 

 Run competitions that are innovative and not writing focussed – produce a 
video/podcast/narrated power point, art and craft based activity, with an 
historical/family historical theme, illustrate a family story in Lego etc.. 

 Offer grants and bursaries to help young people further their genealogy education 
and attend genealogical events and/or direct them to outside grant providers eg 
many parish and town councils have an education budget and award grants to 
resident young people. 

 Produce society specific ‘How To’ guides aimed at younger people. 
 Provide family history education events specifically aimed at younger people. 

 
For encouraging newcomers to the hobby 
It is essential that the provision comes before the advertising for newcomers, or you will have 
interested young people but nothing relevant to offer. 

 Liaise with schools/colleges and youth groups. Heads of history and heads of 6th forms 
might be attracted by extra-curricular activities that would look good on CVs. 

 Have stands providing activities at local shows, fairs and heritage days. 
 Hold an open day where older members are encouraged to bring a child/grandchild 

and make sure that activities are engaging. 
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Final Thoughts 
 Need to encourage, nurture and help, not patronise. 
 Above all, remember that all those involved need to be adaptable.  
 Young people are enthusiastic about genealogy but they almost certainly will have a 

different approach and will not want to pursue the hobby in ways that were 
appropriate in the 1970s, the 1990s or even the 2010s. They do not want to do it 
‘our way’. 

 
Family History Federation Young People’s Council 
The Family History Federation is in the process of setting up a Young People’s Council, 
where it is hoped that, in the first instance, a group of young people can gather virtually in 
an informal way to brainstorm and exchange ideas about what they want from the 
genealogical community. As a Federation we will feed back to societies, who will hopefully 
be able to use these ideas to create a more all-embracing environment for all. Please help 
the Federation by spreading the word as we seek to make contact with lively young 
genealogists who might like to make a contribution. 
 
The Family History Federation podcast on this subject, featuring Margaret Roberts, Daniel 
Loftus and Janet Few, is available here https://www.familyhistoryfederation.com/podcast. 
 
Join me for a discussion on this important topic at 10.30am GMT on Saturday 27 November 
2021. This meeting has the capacity for 500. Email jfewhistory@gmail.com or 
president@familyhistoryfederation.com to be sent the link. 
 
Young people who are interested in joining the Youth Council should email me on or 
jfewhistory@gmail.com or president@familyhistoryfederation.com or contact me through 
the contact box on my website https://thehistoryinterpreter.wordpress.com/, where there is 
also blog post on this topic that you can comment on. 


